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Ontario Nurses’ Association 
Weekly Media Scan & Media Release Summary 

 
February 17 to 21, 2025 

 

 
ONA coverage: 

LETTER: Re: Patients should avoid emergency department 
TB Newswatch, February 15, 2025 
LETTER: Re: Patients should avoid emergency department - TBNewsWatch.com 
 

SAULT STAR HEALTH VAULT: Remember in 2003 when Sault Area Hospital 
nurses demanded a say on Manu Malkani’s replacement 
Sault Star, February 18, 2025 
Sault Star Health Vault series | Sault Star 
 

Dufferin-Caledon Candidates respond to Questions: Health Care 
Just Sayin Caledon, February 17, 2025 
Dufferin-Caledon Candidates respond to Questions: Health Care - Just Sayin' Caledon 
 

Status quo or Plan B? Variables abound when considering your vote 
Stratford Today, February 19, 2025 
Status quo or Plan B? Variables abound when considering your vote - StratfordToday.ca 
 

Nurses, Health-Care Professionals at North York Family Health Team Seek 
Fairness as they Head to Conciliation to Negotiate a First Contract 
Online Business Canada, February 18, 2025 
Canadian Online Business News ⋆ Online Business Canada 
 

Doug Ford Claims He’s Made the Biggest Healthcare Investments in the 
‘History of the Country’. Nurses Say That’s ‘Misleading’. 
PressProgress, February 19, 2025 
Doug Ford Claims He’s Made the Biggest Healthcare Investments in the ‘History of the 
Country’. Nurses Say That’s ‘Misleading’. 
 
Concerns mount among Ontario health care providers about planned 
closure of supervised drug use sites in March 
Globe and Mail, February 20, 2025 

https://www.tbnewswatch.com/letters-to-the-editor/letter-re-patients-should-avoid-emergency-department-10236312
https://www.saultstar.com/news/sault-star-health-vault-remember-in-2003-when-sault-area-hospital-nurses-demanded-a-say-on-manu-malkanis-replacement
https://justsayincaledon.com/dufferin-caledon-candidates-respond-to-questions-health-care/
https://www.stratfordtoday.ca/local-news/status-quo-or-plan-b-variables-abound-when-considering-your-vote-10252010
https://canadiansinternet.com/canadian-online-business-news/?rkey=20250218C4656&filter=14394
https://pressprogress.ca/doug-ford-claims-hes-made-the-biggest-healthcare-investments-in-the-history-of-the-country-nurses-say-thats-misleading/
https://pressprogress.ca/doug-ford-claims-hes-made-the-biggest-healthcare-investments-in-the-history-of-the-country-nurses-say-thats-misleading/
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Concerns mount among Ontario health care providers about planned closure of 
supervised drug use sites in March - The Globe and Mail 
 

Election 2025: Diagnosing Ontario's Health Care Shortages 
TVO.org, February 20, -2025 
Election 2025: Diagnosing Ontario's Health Care Shortages | TVO Today 
 
Nursing coverage: 

University of Calgary nursing program to create lottery-based admission 
system; Profession faces critical labour shortage, high dropout rate, interim 
dean says 
Edmonton Journal, February 19, 2025 
Edmonton Journal (Print Edition) 
 
Hospitals With Adequate Nurse Staffing Levels Have 11% Fewer C-sections, 
Study Finds 
Nurse.org, February 20, 2025 
Hospitals With Adequate Nurse Staffing Levels Have 11% Fewer C-sections, Study Finds 
 
Industry coverage: 

Ottawa hospitals exceed provincial average for ER wait times, length of 
stay 
CTV News, February 17, 2025 
All Ottawa hospitals exceed ER wait time averages: Health Quality Ontario 

 
Measles case confirmed in Hamilton child 
Toronto Star, February 16, 2025 
Measles case confirmed in Hamilton child 
 

Potential measles exposure reported at Woodstock healthcare service 
CBC News, February 16, 2025 
Potential measles exposure reported at Woodstock healthcare service | CBC News 
 

More measles cases found in Brantford, Hamilton areas 
CBC News, February 16, 2025 
More measles cases found in Brantford, Hamilton areas | CBC News 
 

Measles cases rise as health unit targets reasons for spread 
St. Thomas Times-Journal, February 18, 2025 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-concerns-mount-among-ontario-health-care-providers-about-planned/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-concerns-mount-among-ontario-health-care-providers-about-planned/
https://www.tvo.org/video/election-2025-diagnosing-ontarios-health-care-shortages
http://edmontonjournal.com/
https://nurse.org/news/safe-nurse-staff-c-sections/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/ottawa/article/ottawa-hospitals-exceed-provincial-average-for-er-wait-times-length-of-stay/
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/measles-case-confirmed-in-hamilton-child/article_c83db996-8765-5136-9994-06bf5da0a1bd.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/london/potential-measles-exposure-reported-at-woodstock-healthcare-service-1.7460741
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/measles-hamilton-grand-erie-public-health-1.7460800
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St. Thomas Times-Journal (Print Edition) 
 

Measles vaccination clinics being offered 
Simcoe Reformer, February 18, 2025 
Simcoe Reformer 
 

Harm reduction remains key part of drug strategy action plan 
Brantford Expositor, February 18, 2025 
Brantford Expositor (Print Edition) 
 

Busy Ottawa flu season causing outbreaks, hospitalizations 
Ottawa Citizen, February 18, 2025 
Ottawa Citizen (Print Edition) 
 

Opinion | We still have a big problem diagnosing kids with mental illness. 
Here’s why 
Toronto Star, February 18, 2025 
Mental health issues are rising. We need to study under 16s 
 

Hospital admissions due to flu soaring in Sudbury and surrounding districts 
CBC News, February 18, 2025 
Hospital admissions due to flu soaring in Sudbury and surrounding districts | CBC News 
 

Timmins hospital working to test and treat hepatitis C cases 
CBC News, February 17, 2025 
Timmins hospital working to test and treat hepatitis C cases | CBC News 
 

How is health care functioning in Ontario now? What the data say about 
wait times, doctor shortages and emergency rooms 
Globe and Mail, February 14, 2025 
How is health care functioning in Ontario now? What the data say about wait times, 
doctor shortages and emergency rooms - The Globe and Mail 
 

Canada needs a plan to help struggling caregivers 
Globe and Mail, February 18, 2025 
Opinion: Canada needs a plan to help struggling caregivers - The Globe and Mail 
 

Cases of respiratory, gastro illnesses spiking in Sudbury area 
Sudbury.com,  February 15, 2025 

http://www.stthomastimesjournal.com/
https://www.simcoereformer.ca/
http://www.brantfordexpositor.ca/
http://ottawacitizen.com/
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors/we-still-have-a-big-problem-diagnosing-kids-with-mental-illness-heres-why/article_6455efa2-d74a-11ef-8651-b7647261acfa.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sudbury/flu-influenza-covid-hospitalization-infectious-disease-1.7459978
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sudbury/timmins-hospital-hep-c-1.7459522
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-ontario-healthcare-wait-times-emergency-rooms/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-ontario-healthcare-wait-times-emergency-rooms/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-canada-needs-a-plan-to-help-struggling-caregivers/
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Cases of respiratory, gastro illnesses spiking in Sudbury area - Sudbury News 
 

The danger of bird flu mixing with human flu? A potential pandemic 
Global News, February 18, 2025 
The danger of bird flu mixing with human flu? A potential pandemic - National | 
Globalnews.ca 

 
Watt: Nepean riding needs its own one-stop health hub 
Ottawa Citizen, February 18, 2025 
Ottawa Citizen 
 

Letter to the Editor: Ontario deserves better 
Goderich Signal Star, February 14, 2025 
Goderich Signal Star 
 

Province won't cover Burk's Falls medical centre deficits 
North Bay Nugget, February 15, 2025 
North Bay Nugget (Print Edition) 
 

Suspected Ebola exposure at NYC urgent care as hazmat crews on scene: 
sources 
MSN, February 17, 2025 
Suspected Ebola exposure at NYC urgent care as hazmat crews on scene: sources 
 

Further cuts to come in 2025 for Huron Perth public health 
Mitchell Advocate, February 19, 2025 
Mitchell Advocate (Print Edition) 
 

Thousands in Grey-Bruce using 211 for health and social service needs; 
Police briefs 
Lucknow Sentinel, February 19, 2025 
Lucknow Sentinel (Print Edition) 
 

Patients being upsold and pressured to pay more for cataract surgery, they 
say 
MSN, February 18, 2025 
Patients being upsold and pressured to pay more for cataract surgery, they say 

 
Medical add-on concerns 

https://www.sudbury.com/local-news/cases-of-respiratory-gastro-illnesses-spiking-in-sudbury-area-10241573
https://globalnews.ca/news/11015799/bird-flu-genes-and-human-flu-should-not-mix-pandemic/
https://globalnews.ca/news/11015799/bird-flu-genes-and-human-flu-should-not-mix-pandemic/
https://ottawacitizen.com/
https://www.goderichsignalstar.com/
http://www.nugget.ca/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/suspected-ebola-exposure-at-nyc-urgent-care-as-hazmat-crews-on-scene-sources/ar-AA1za4Dy?ocid=socialshare
http://www.mitchelladvocate.com/
http://www.lucknowsentinel.com/
https://www.msn.com/en-ca/health/other/patients-being-upsold-and-pressured-to-pay-more-for-cataract-surgery-they-say/ar-AA1zjxRK
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CTV News, February 18, 2025 
Medical add-on concerns – CTVNews 
 

Influenza cases continue to rise, COVID and RSV on the decline nationally: 
The latest on respiratory virus season for week of Feb. 17 
Globe and Mail, February 18, 2025 
Influenza cases continue to rise, COVID and RSV on the decline nationally: The latest on 
respiratory virus season for week of Feb. 17 - The Globe and Mail 
 

Health care workers: understaffed, underpaid, overworked 
CityNews, February 19, 2025 
Health care workers: understaffed, underpaid, overworked 
 
As bird flu spreads, Canada buys 500K vaccines for humans 
Global News, February 19, 2025 
As bird flu spreads, Canada buys 500K vaccines for humans - National | Globalnews.ca 
 

Avian flu ‘would dwarf the COVID pandemic in terms of impact,’ researcher 
says 
Globe and Mail, February 19, 2025 
Avian flu ‘would dwarf the COVID pandemic in terms of impact,’ researcher says - The 
Globe and Mail 
 

Wellbeing includes a doctor; The Ottawa Hospital focusing on connecting 
patients with professionals 
Ottawa Sun, February 20, 2025 
Ottawa Sun (Print Edition) 
 

Thessalon residents and Ontario Health Coalition rally to save local hospital 
Penticton Herald, February 19, 2025 
Thessalon residents and Ontario Health Coalition rally to save local hospital | Spare 
News | pentictonherald.ca 
 

Windsorites billed extra for OHIP-covered eye surgeries; Cataract patient 
complains of pressure to upgrade, pay for tests already done 
Windsor Star, February 20, 2025 
Windsor Star (Print Edition) 
 

https://www.ctvnews.ca/windsor/video/2025/02/18/medical-add-on-concerns/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-respiratory-virus-season-updates-february-17-2025/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-respiratory-virus-season-updates-february-17-2025/
https://toronto.citynews.ca/video/2025/02/18/health-care-workers-understaffed-underpaid-overworked/
https://globalnews.ca/news/11025353/canada-bird-flu-vaccine-purchased/?utm_source=onesignal&utm_medium=push&utm_campaign=2025-02-19-as-bird-flu-spr
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-avian-flu-would-dwarf-the-covid-pandemic-in-terms-of-impact-researcher/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-avian-flu-would-dwarf-the-covid-pandemic-in-terms-of-impact-researcher/
http://ottawasun.com/
https://www.pentictonherald.ca/spare_news/article_f3b22b28-9f4d-5e0d-97aa-397df4429d30.html
https://www.pentictonherald.ca/spare_news/article_f3b22b28-9f4d-5e0d-97aa-397df4429d30.html
http://windsorstar.com/
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U.S. hasn't sent essential seasonal flu data to WHO ahead of key vaccine 
meeting 
CBC News, February 20, 2025 
U.S. hasn't sent essential seasonal flu data to WHO ahead of key vaccine meeting | CBC 
News 
 
 

Confirmed case of measles in Brampton amid recent outbreak in southern 
Ontario 
Toronto Star, February 20, 2025 
Confirmed case of measles in Brampton 
 

Safer supply drug users will have to go to pharmacies multiple times a day 
under new B.C. model 
CBC News, February 20, 2025 
Safer supply drug users will have to go to pharmacies multiple times a day under new 
B.C. model | CBC News 
 

Sudbury memorial for opioid crisis victims to move after running out of 
space at current location 
CBC News, February 20, 2025 
Sudbury memorial for opioid crisis victims to move after running out of space at current 
location | CBC News 
 

Stevenson Memorial Hospital launches new Paediatric Clinic 
Canadian Press/Broadcast News, February 20, 2025 
Canadian Press - Broadcast News (Print Edition) 
 

At London-area hospitals, winter injuries pile up like snowbanks 
London Free Press, February 20, 2025 
The London Free Press 
 

Kendall: Ottawa benefits from a neighbourhood approach to health care 
Ottawa Citizen, February 20, 2025 
Ottawa Citizen 
 

New Version of Bird Flu Identified 
Canadian Press/Broadcast News, February 20, 2025 
Canadian Press - Broadcast News (Print Edition) 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/flu-who-trump-1.7463413
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/flu-who-trump-1.7463413
https://www.thestar.com/news/confirmed-case-of-measles-in-brampton-amid-recent-outbreak-in-southern-ontario/article_809b343c-efe2-11ef-a9dd-cf39fca84097.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/safe-supply-program-critics-1.7464571
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/safe-supply-program-critics-1.7464571
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sudbury/overdose-awareness-crosses-for-change-1.7464177
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sudbury/overdose-awareness-crosses-for-change-1.7464177
https://www.thecanadianpress.com/multimedia/audio/
https://lfpress.com/
https://ottawacitizen.com/
https://www.thecanadianpress.com/multimedia/audio/
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Labour coverage: 

Union representing 30,000 city of Toronto workers starts countdown to 
strike 
Toronto Star, February 14, 2025 
Largest city workers union begins countdown to strike 
 

Opinion | When police are charged in Ontario, hypocrisy and double 
standards are hard to miss 
Toronto Star, February 18, 2025 
Hypocrisy is easy to see when police face charges 
 

Balancing the home office, and the office 
Globe and Mail, February 18, 2025 
Globe editorial: Balancing the home office, and the office - The Globe and Mail 
 
Tens of thousands of city workers cleared to go on strike early next month 
Toronto Star, February 20, 2025 
City of Toronto workers cleared to go on strike next month 
 
Human Rights and Equity coverage: 

From care to cuisine: Black History Month celebrated at London hospital 
CBC News, February 16, 2025 
From care to cuisine: Black History Month celebrated at London hospital | CBC News 
 

Survivors' Secretariat denied funding to continue search for missing 
children, unmarked graves 
CBC News, February 18, 2025 
Survivors' Secretariat denied funding to continue search for missing children, unmarked 
graves | CBC News 
 

CAF discrimination settlement was ‘a slap in the face,’ says former soldier 
The Canadian Press, February 19, 2025 
CAF discrimination settlement was 'a slap in the face,' says former soldier 
 

Opinion | The backlash against DEI is a business mistake Canada cannot 
afford to make 
Toronto Star, February 19, 2025 
Canada cannot afford to make this business mistake 

https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/union-representing-30-000-city-of-toronto-workers-starts-countdown-to-strike/article_8fd52492-ea58-11ef-8089-9f6296b2e6e0.html
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors/when-police-are-charged-in-ontario-hypocrisy-and-double-standards-are-hard-to-miss/article_4ae0b10a-eae7-11ef-976a-6716c3ff5700.html
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/editorials/article-balancing-the-home-office-and-the-office/
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/tens-of-thousands-of-city-workers-cleared-to-go-on-strike-early-next-month/article_115e33ac-ef0c-11ef-9b4b-cf8b82f3b62d.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/london/from-care-to-cuisine-black-history-month-celebrated-at-london-hospital-1.7459589
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/survivors-secretariat-funding-denial-1.7460000
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/survivors-secretariat-funding-denial-1.7460000
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/caf-discrimination-settlement-was-a-slap-in-the-face-says-former-soldier/article_5644519f-4980-5b0d-b5c2-56de207af779.html
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors/the-backlash-against-dei-is-a-business-mistake-canada-cannot-afford-to-make/article_f1c76132-ee41-11ef-8ab6-b711c1269c3c.html
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Black women face high domestic violence rates, but stigma keeps many 
silent, support groups say 
CBC News, February 19, 2025 
Black women face high domestic violence rates, but stigma keeps many silent, support 
groups say | CBC News 
 

Judge finds RCMP breached Charter rights during arrests at Wet'suwet'en 
pipeline blockade 
CBC News, February 18, 2025 
Judge finds RCMP breached Charter rights during arrests at Wet'suwet'en pipeline 
blockade | CBC News 
 

We won’t let Trump roll back the clock on social justice gains 
Globe and Mail, February 19, 2025 
Opinion: We won’t let Trump roll back the clock on social justice gains - The Globe and 
Mail 
 

Ottawa invests $389K to support Black-owned businesses in northern 
Ontario 
CBC News, February 20, 2025 
Ottawa invests $389K to support Black-owned businesses in northern Ontario | CBC News 
 

Transgender medicine shouldn’t be driven by politics 
Globe and Mail, February 20, 2025 
Opinion: Transgender medicine shouldn’t be driven by politics - The Globe and Mail 
 

What Should We Do about Creeping Transphobia? 
Canadian Press/Broadcast News, February 20, 2025 
Canadian Press - Broadcast News (Print Edition) 
 
Political coverage: 

Ontario NDP candidate in Eglinton—Lawrence folds campaign to help 
Liberal opponent win 
Toronto Star, February 13, 2025 
Ontario election: NDP candidate drops out to help Liberals 
 

Where do leaders stand on wellness? 
Ottawa Citizen, February 18, 2025 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/black-survivors-domestic-violence-stigma-1.7452404
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/black-survivors-domestic-violence-stigma-1.7452404
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/wetsuweten-charter-rights-breached-1.7461745
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/wetsuweten-charter-rights-breached-1.7461745
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-we-wont-let-trump-roll-back-the-clock-on-social-justice-gains/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-we-wont-let-trump-roll-back-the-clock-on-social-justice-gains/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sudbury/fednor-black-businesses-1.7463219
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-transgender-medicine-shouldnt-be-driven-by-politics/
https://www.thecanadianpress.com/multimedia/audio/
https://www.thestar.com/politics/provincial/ontario-ndp-candidate-in-eglinton-lawrence-folds-campaign-to-help-liberal-opponent-win/article_730122a2-ea68-11ef-9d6b-2b56205a0da7.html
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Ottawa Citizen (Print Edition) 
 

Fixing health care with highways 
Ottawa Citizen, February 15, 2025 
Ottawa Citizen (Print Edition) 
 

Keep urgent care in smaller communities, Niagara residents tell Ontario 
party leaders 
CBC News, February 16. 2025 
Keep urgent care in smaller communities, Niagara residents tell Ontario party leaders | 
CBC News 
 

Opinion | Please: Anyone but Doug Ford 
Toronto Star, February 14, 2025 
Please: Anyone but Doug Ford 
 

How the leaders' debate affects the rest of the Ontario election campaign 
CBC News, February 18, 2025 
How the leaders' debate affects the rest of the Ontario election campaign | CBC News 
 

Political leaders need to be challenged on the notwithstanding clause 
Globe and Mail, February 17, 2025 
Opinion: Political leaders need to be challenged on the notwithstanding clause - The 
Globe and Mail 

 
Recording reveals Doug Ford calling for return of death penalty in 
campaign speech: ‘Send ‘em right to sparky’ 
Toronto Star, February 13, 2025 
Doug Ford calls for return of death penalty in speech 
 

Doug Ford made 'poor-taste joke' about supporting death penalty, PCs say 
CBC News, February 13, 2025  
Doug Ford made 'poor-taste joke' about supporting death penalty, PCs say | CBC News 
 

Crombie asked why she's taking donations from private health-care 
providers 
CP24, February 17, 2025 
Crombie asked why she's taking donations from private health-care providers – CP24 
 

http://ottawacitizen.com/
http://ottawacitizen.com/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/er-closures-ontario-election-1.7459876
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/er-closures-ontario-election-1.7459876
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors/please-anyone-but-doug-ford/article_0fd31ad0-e984-11ef-9823-3bfb89ceb2f1.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ontario-election-debate-analysis-1.7461254
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-the-premiers-need-to-be-challenged-on-the-notwithstanding-clause/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-the-premiers-need-to-be-challenged-on-the-notwithstanding-clause/
https://www.thestar.com/politics/provincial/recording-reveals-doug-ford-calling-for-return-of-death-penalty-in-campaign-speech-send-em/article_1ecf4d96-e95d-11ef-9fb9-dfd7bb147253.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/doug-ford-death-penalty-crime-comments-1.7459051
https://www.cp24.com/video/2025/02/18/crombie-asked-why-shes-taking-donations-from-private-health-care-providers/
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Quinte west election forum results in health care debate; Allsopp cites past 
investments, promises more; opponents, offering improvement, say Tories 
worsened crisis 
Belleville Intelligencer, February 15, 2025 
Belleville Intelligencer (Print Edition) 
 

Ontario NDP candidate in Eglinton—Lawrence folds campaign to help 
Liberal opponent win 
Toronto Star, February 13, 2025 
Ontario election: NDP candidate drops out to help Liberals 
 
Mental health advocates urge leaders to focus on issues in the north 
Sudbury.com, February 14, 2025 
Mental health advocates urge leaders to focus on issues in the north - Sudbury News 
 

Doug Ford avoids post-debate media scrum again 
QP Briefing, February 17, 2025 
Doug Ford avoids post-debate media scrum again 
 

Healthcare on the Ballot, But Where Are All the Candidates? 
Cornwall Seaway News, February 17, 2025 
Healthcare on the Ballot, But Where Are All the Candidates? 
 

Opinion | Doug Ford has money for $200 cheques and a 401 tunnel — where 
are the funds to address homelessness? 
Toronto Star, February 18, 2025 
Homelessness is much worse since Ford got elected 
 

Opinion | Ontarians – and Doug Ford – finally got the election debate they 
deserved 
Toronto Star, February 17, 2025 
Doug Ford dinged in debate but survived to fight another day 
 

Doug Ford and Bonnie Crombie spar over taxes and Ford’s ‘fantasy tunnel’ 
in televised provincial election debate 
Toronto Star, February 17, 2025 
Doug Ford and Bonnie Crombie spar over taxes and Ford's 'fantasy tunnel' in televised 
provincial election debate 
 

http://www.intelligencer.ca/
https://www.thestar.com/politics/provincial/ontario-ndp-candidate-in-eglinton-lawrence-folds-campaign-to-help-liberal-opponent-win/article_730122a2-ea68-11ef-9d6b-2b56205a0da7.html
https://www.sudbury.com/2025-provincial-election-news/mental-health-advocates-urge-leaders-to-focus-on-issues-in-the-north-10231837
https://www.qpbriefing.com/news/doug-ford-avoids-post-debate-media-scrum-again
https://www.cornwallseawaynews.com/local/healthcare-on-the-ballot-but-where-are-all-the-candidates/
https://www.thestar.com/news/doug-ford-has-money-for-200-cheques-and-a-401-tunnel-where-are-the-funds/article_504d8950-ece1-11ef-b30f-ff3e5f33a38a.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/ontario/ontarians-and-doug-ford-finally-got-the-election-debate-they-deserved/article_6ee666a4-ed84-11ef-84bd-9f365c9ed6ec.html
https://www.thestar.com/politics/provincial-elections/doug-ford-and-bonnie-crombie-spar-over-taxes-and-fords-fantasy-tunnel-in-televised-provincial/article_70e49656-ed9d-11ef-9d63-f778d2a94b4a.html
https://www.thestar.com/politics/provincial-elections/doug-ford-and-bonnie-crombie-spar-over-taxes-and-fords-fantasy-tunnel-in-televised-provincial/article_70e49656-ed9d-11ef-9d63-f778d2a94b4a.html
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From a health care zinger to Greenbelt housing: six takeaways from the 
Ontario leaders’ debate 
Toronto Star, February 17, 2025 
Six takeaways from the Ontario leaders’ debate 
 

Ontario election: Poll suggests race is tightening, but Doug Ford still well 
ahead 
Toronto Star, February 17, 2025 
Ontario election poll: race tightens, Doug Ford still ahead 
 

Opinion | It’s time for the Ontario Liberals and NDP to get over themselves 
and stop fighting for second place 
Toronto Star, February 17, 2025 
Why the Ontario Liberals and NDP should join forces already 
 

'Unheard of:' Lack of political lawn signs points to low enthusiasm, expert 
says 
CBC News, February 18, 2025 
'Unheard of:' Lack of political lawn signs points to low enthusiasm, expert says | CBC 
News 
 

Ontario debt too big to ignore 
Thunder Bay Chronicle Journal, February 18, 2025 
Thunder Bay Chronicle Journal (Print Edition) 

 
Venugopal and Drummond: Doug Ford has failed to fix Ontario's ER hospital 
crisis 
Ottawa Citizen, February 19, 2025 
Ottawa Citizen 
 

Ontario Health Coalition says privatization should be a top election issue 
Sarnia News Today, February 18, 2025 
Ontario Health Coalition says privatization should be a top election issue 
 

Election Q&A: Local candidates weigh in on improving access to healthcare 
Flamborough 
Flamborough Today, February 18, 2025 
Election Q&A: Local candidates weigh in on improving access to healthcare Flamborough 
- FlamboroughToday.com 

https://www.thestar.com/politics/provincial-elections/from-a-health-care-zinger-to-greenbelt-housing-six-takeaways-from-the-ontario-leaders-debate/article_1f69de00-ed4b-11ef-98fb-aff18cbf8320.html
https://www.thestar.com/politics/provincial-elections/ontario-election-poll-suggests-race-is-tightening-but-doug-ford-still-well-ahead/article_0d7702d4-ecad-11ef-bc77-37eded821ab6.html
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors/its-time-for-the-ontario-liberals-and-ndp-to-get-over-themselves-and-stop-fighting/article_361b1b7a-eb0a-11ef-ac11-cb8e1cb54b93.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/windsor/ontario-election-lawn-signs-candidates-1.7460315
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/windsor/ontario-election-lawn-signs-candidates-1.7460315
http://www.chroniclejournal.com/
https://ottawacitizen.com/
https://sarnianewstoday.ca/windsor/news/2025/02/18/ontario-health-coalition-says-privatization-should-be-a-top-election-issue
https://www.flamboroughtoday.com/2025-provincial-election-news/election-qa-local-candidates-weigh-in-on-improving-access-to-healthcare-flamborough-10249758
https://www.flamboroughtoday.com/2025-provincial-election-news/election-qa-local-candidates-weigh-in-on-improving-access-to-healthcare-flamborough-10249758
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In rural Ontario where health-care is hurting, voters decry PC candidates 
missing debates 
CBC News, February 19, 2025 
In rural Ontario where health-care is hurting, voters decry PC candidates missing debates 
| CBC News 
 

Greenbelt scandal continues to hang over Ford as snap provincial election 
nears 
Globe and Mail, February 18, 2025 
Greenbelt scandal continues to hang over Ford as snap provincial election nears - The 
Globe and Mail 
 

Cambridge candidates on how they'll address health care, homelessness 
and tariffs 
CBC News, February 18, 2025 
Cambridge candidates on how they'll address health care, homelessness and tariffs | 
CBC News 
 

Campaigns dig up dirt, sling mud as Ontario election enters final post-
debate stretch 
The Canadian Press, February 18, 2025 
Campaigns dig up dirt, sling mud as Ontario election enters final post-debate stretch 
 

Ontario government sponsors Sean Hannity’s show on Fox News for Trump 
and Musk interview 
Globe and Mail, February 20, 2025 
Ontario government sponsors Sean Hannity’s show on Fox News for Trump and Musk 
interview - The Globe and Mail 
 

Got a text from an Ontario election candidate? Here’s what Ontario’s 
privacy watchdog says about unsolicited messages 
Toronto Star, February 19, 2025 
Got a text from an Ontario election candidate? 
 

In rural Ontario where health-care is hurting, voters decry PC candidates 
missing debates 
CBC News, February 19, 2025 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/london/in-rural-ontario-where-health-care-is-hurting-voters-decry-pc-candidates-missing-debates-1.7461741
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/london/in-rural-ontario-where-health-care-is-hurting-voters-decry-pc-candidates-missing-debates-1.7461741
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-ontario-election-ford-rcmp-greenbelt-investigation/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-ontario-election-ford-rcmp-greenbelt-investigation/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/kitchener-waterloo/cambridge-candidates-ontario-election-panel-1.7462058
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/kitchener-waterloo/cambridge-candidates-ontario-election-panel-1.7462058
https://www.thestar.com/news/ontario/campaigns-dig-up-dirt-sling-mud-as-ontario-election-enters-final-post-debate-stretch/article_15fd2776-232a-5f61-b93b-f17947c27960.html
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-ontario-government-sponsors-sean-hannitys-show-on-fox-news-for-trump/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-ontario-government-sponsors-sean-hannitys-show-on-fox-news-for-trump/
https://www.thestar.com/politics/provincial/got-a-text-from-an-ontario-election-candidate-heres-what-ontarios-privacy-watchdog-says-about/article_ac84fae3-103b-5a92-b714-90b4905d968b.html?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=SocialMedia
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In rural Ontario where health-care is hurting, voters decry PC candidates missing debates 
| CBC News 
 

Vote to protect and improve our free public health care system; Letter to 
the editor 
Belleville Intelligencer, February 20, 2025 
Belleville Intelligencer (Print Edition) 
 

Watch Out, The Plague Years Start Now 
The Tyee, February 20, 2025 
Watch Out. The Plague Years Start Now | The Tyee 
 

Under Ford, Hallway Healthcare has Turned Into Chair Care 
The Local, February 20, 2025 
Under Ford, Hallway Health Care Has Devolved into ‘Chair Care’ | The Local 
 

Show Ford the door; Letters to the Editor 
London Free Press, February 20, 2025 
London Free Press (Print Edition) 
 

Provincial Election 2025: Beaches-East York NDP candidate Kate Dupuis 
answers our questions 
Beach Metro News, February 19, 2025 
Provincial Election 2025: Beaches-East York NDP candidate Kate Dupuis answers our 
questions – Beach Metro Community News 
 

Ontario provincial election will affect health care greatly: Choose wisely 
Healthy Debate, February 19, 2025 
Ontario provincial election will affect health care greatly: Choose wisely - Healthy 
Debate 
 

Bonnie Crombie accuses Doug Ford of slinging ‘mud,’ challenges him to say 
it to her face 
Toronto Star, February 19, 2025 
Ontario election: Bonnie Crombie challenges Doug Ford 
 

Opinion | There’s more to Ontario’s lukewarm election engagement than 
winter distraction 
Toronto Star, February 19, 2025 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/london/in-rural-ontario-where-health-care-is-hurting-voters-decry-pc-candidates-missing-debates-1.7461741
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/london/in-rural-ontario-where-health-care-is-hurting-voters-decry-pc-candidates-missing-debates-1.7461741
http://www.intelligencer.ca/
https://thetyee.ca/Analysis/2025/02/19/Watch-Out-Plague-Years-Start-Now/
https://thelocal.to/hallway-health-care-doug-ford/
http://www.lfpress.com/
https://beachmetro.com/2025/02/19/provincial-election-2025-beaches-east-york-ndp-candidate-kate-dupuis-answers-our-questions/
https://beachmetro.com/2025/02/19/provincial-election-2025-beaches-east-york-ndp-candidate-kate-dupuis-answers-our-questions/
https://healthydebate.ca/2025/02/topic/ontario-provincial-election-health-care/
https://healthydebate.ca/2025/02/topic/ontario-provincial-election-health-care/
https://www.thestar.com/politics/provincial/bonnie-crombie-accuses-doug-ford-of-slinging-mud-challenges-him-to-say-it-to-her/article_00027b8e-eedc-11ef-8bc6-3399f91065af.html
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Thank Musk and Zuckerberg for our lukewarm Ontario election 
 

Which Ontario party would make your life more affordable? Depends who 
you are 
CBC News, February 20, 2025 
Which Ontario party would make your life more affordable? Depends who you are | CBC 
News 
 

Alberta premier, health minister say they weren't involved in awarding 
private surgery contracts 
CBC News, February 19, 2025 
Alberta premier, health minister say they weren't involved in awarding private surgery 
contracts | CBC News 
 

We are living through an age of betrayal 
Globe and Mail, February 20, 2025 
Opinion: We are living through an age of betrayal - The Globe and Mail 
 

Universal basic income program could cut poverty up to 40%: Budget 
watchdog 
CBC News, February 19, 2025 
Universal basic income program could cut poverty up to 40%: Budget watchdog | CBC 
News 
 

Do Voters Still Care About Hallway Medicine? 
TVO, February 19, 2025 
Do Voters Still Care About Hallway Medicine? | TVO Today 
 

PCs have 13-point lead over Liberals 1 week out from Ontario election: 
Nanos survey 
CP24, February 20, 2025 
Nanos survey: Doug Ford’s PCs lead Liberals as Ontario election nears 
 

Advance polls open for Ontario’s winter election with fewer days due to 
early vote 
Global News, February 20, 2025 
Advance polls open for Ontario’s winter election with fewer days due to early vote | 
Globalnews.ca 
 

https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors/theres-more-to-ontarios-lukewarm-election-engagement-than-winter-distraction/article_0c1ae2f2-ee3d-11ef-89b4-5348e3bcf720.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ontario-election-tax-cuts-rebates-200-cheques-doug-ford-1.7462689
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ontario-election-tax-cuts-rebates-200-cheques-doug-ford-1.7462689
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/alberta-health-services-premier-danielle-smith-1.7462996
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/alberta-health-services-premier-danielle-smith-1.7462996
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-we-are-living-through-an-age-of-betrayal/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/guaranteed-basic-income-poverty-rates-costs-1.7462902
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/guaranteed-basic-income-poverty-rates-costs-1.7462902
https://www.tvo.org/video/do-voters-still-care-about-hallway-medicine
https://www.cp24.com/ontario-election-2025/2025/02/20/pcs-have-13-point-lead-over-liberals-1-week-out-from-ontario-election-nanos-survey/
https://globalnews.ca/news/11026241/advance-polls-ontario-election-2025/
https://globalnews.ca/news/11026241/advance-polls-ontario-election-2025/
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Ontario election: Windsor-Tecumseh candidates prioritize health care, 
housing, affordability 
Windsor Star, February 20, 2025 
The Windsor Star 
 

'Where has he been?; Crombie calls out missing Ford 
Ottawa Sun, February 20, 2025 
Ottawa Sun (Print Edition) 
 

Quinte West election forum results in health care debate; Allsopp cites past 
investments, promises more; opponents, offering improvement, say Tories 
worsened crisis 
Trenton Trentonian, February 20, 2025 
Trenton Trentonian (Print Edition) 

 
PCs $200 cheques amount to bribery 
Timmins Times, February 20, 2025 
Timmins Times (Print Edition) 
 

Ford has failed, say long-term care workers in Sudbury 
Sudbury.com, February 20, 2025 
Ford has failed, say long-term care workers in Sudbury - Sudbury News 
 

Employment programs for disabled job-seekers shutter after Ford 
government changes 
Sudbury.com, February 20, 2025 
Employment programs for disabled job-seekers shutter after Ford government changes - 
Sudbury News 
 

Housing orgs rank PCs' homebuilding plan as worst 
Sudbury.com, February 20, 2025 
Housing orgs rank PCs' homebuilding plan as worst - Sudbury News 
 

ONTARIO ELECTION 2025: Provincial vs. federal governments — who is 
responsible for what? 
InsideHalton, February 20, 2025 
Ontario election: Provincial vs. federal who does what? 
 

Djilane: Let's stop wealth inequality in Ottawa-Vanier and elsewhere 

https://windsorstar.com/
http://ottawasun.com/
http://www.trentonian.ca/
http://www.timminstimes.com/
https://www.sudbury.com/local-news/ford-has-failed-say-long-term-care-workers-in-sudbury-10263133
https://www.sudbury.com/beyond-local/employment-programs-for-disabled-job-seekers-shutter-after-ford-government-changes-10260315
https://www.sudbury.com/beyond-local/employment-programs-for-disabled-job-seekers-shutter-after-ford-government-changes-10260315
https://www.sudbury.com/2025-provincial-election-news/housing-orgs-rank-pcs-homebuilding-plan-as-worst-10263914
https://www.insidehalton.com/news/ontario-election-2025-provincial-vs-federal-governments-who-is-responsible-for-what/article_0081d8cd-eaaa-59cd-97a1-b0da356f5daf.html
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Ottawa Citizen, February 21, 2025 
Ottawa Citizen 
 

Opinion | Poilievre and Ford both tried to ride the Trump wave. Now one of 
them risks crashing down 
Toronto Star, February 20, 2025 
Ford got in front of his Trump problem; Poilievre fumbled 
 

Beyond borders: A simple solution to our country’s internal trade barriers 
Northern News, February 21, 2025 
Beyond borders: A simple solution to internal trade barriers | Northern News 
 

Opinion | Danielle Smith is tap dancing now, but Alberta Health Services’ 
scandal is not going away 
Toronto Star, February 21, 2025 
Alberta Health Services’ scandal is not going away 
 

Bonnie Crombie blames Doug Ford for economic and health-care woes as 
he defends quip about ‘sparky’ 
Toronto Star, February 20, 2025 
Ford failing on the economy and health care, Crombie charges 
 

Opinion | Bonnie Crombie has a long way to go to catch Doug Ford. She has 
a plan to change that 
Toronto Star, February 20, 2025 
Bonnie Crombie has a long way to go to catch Doug Ford 
 

Ontario's beleaguered court system in campaign spotlight as Ford racks up 
police union endorsements 
CBC News, February 21, 2025 
Ontario's beleaguered court system in campaign spotlight as Ford racks up police union 
endorsements | CBC News 
 

Doug Ford's 401 tunnel vision could come with a nearly $100B price tag, 
expert says 
CBC News, February 21, 2025 
Doug Ford's 401 tunnel vision could come with a nearly $100B price tag, expert says | 
CBC News 

 

https://ottawacitizen.com/
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/star-columnists/poilievre-and-ford-both-tried-to-ride-the-trump-wave-now-one-of-them-risks/article_dd780a10-eed2-11ef-a2c4-17111eb125a4.html
https://www.northernnews.ca/news/economy/beyond-borders-internal-trade-barriers
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors/danielle-smith-is-tap-dancing-now-but-alberta-health-services-scandal-is-not-going-away/article_95ce6a54-ee43-11ef-9946-cbdff4132a80.html
https://www.thestar.com/politics/provincial/bonnie-crombie-blames-doug-ford-for-economic-and-health-care-woes-as-he-defends-quip/article_8ab12de0-ef8e-11ef-bae0-cb734d749326.html
https://www.thestar.com/politics/political-opinion/bonnie-crombie-has-a-long-way-to-go-to-catch-doug-ford-she-has-a/article_f32fddd2-efa0-11ef-acf6-b74f8f1fe76f.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/public-safety-courts-jails-bail-police-ontario-election-1.7464093
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/public-safety-courts-jails-bail-police-ontario-election-1.7464093
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/401-tunnel-cost-1.7464404
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/401-tunnel-cost-1.7464404
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Ontario's next government must address 'pain and injustice' of intimate 
partner violence, say Hamilton groups 
CBC News, February 21, 2025 
Ontario's next government must address 'pain and injustice' of intimate partner violence, 
say Hamilton groups | CBC News 
 

Doug Ford defends sponsoring Fox News interview with Trump, Musk as 
way to reach Americans 
Globe and Mail, February 20, 2025 
Doug Ford defends sponsoring Fox News interview with Trump, Musk as way to reach 
Americans - The Globe and Mail 
 

Ontario Liberals would provide OHIP coverage for mental-health care, 
Bonnie Crombie says 
Canadian Press, February 20, 2025 
Ontario Liberals would provide OHIP coverage for mental-health care, Bonnie Crombie 
says - The Globe and Mail 
 

  

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/intimate-partner-violence-election-1.7462840
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/intimate-partner-violence-election-1.7462840
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-doug-ford-defends-sponsoring-fox-news-interview-with-trump-musk-as-way/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-doug-ford-defends-sponsoring-fox-news-interview-with-trump-musk-as-way/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-advance-voting-in-ontario-election-opens-today-as-party-leaders-make/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-advance-voting-in-ontario-election-opens-today-as-party-leaders-make/
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Media Release 

Nurses, Health-Care Professionals at North York Family Health Team Seek Fairness as they 
Head to Conciliation to Negotiate a First Contract 

TORONTO, ON, February 18, 2025 – Nurses and health-care professionals with the North York 
Family Health Team (NYFHT) are in conciliation February 19 and 20 as their Ontario Nurses’ 
Association (ONA) bargaining team works to negotiate a first collective agreement. These members 
serve a full five per cent of the people in North York – approximately 100,000 patients of all ages. 
 
ONA Provincial President Erin Ariss, RN, says, “these 55 skilled and dedicated nurses and health-
care professionals are seeking fair wages, job security and accountability from their Board of 
Directors. This is the only way to recruit and retain staff so that patients can get the high-quality 
care they need.” 
 
Family Health Teams are community-centered primary care organizations with programs and 
services geared to the population groups they serve. The 55 NYFHT staff provide primary and 
preventative care, often keeping patients out of overflowing emergency departments, but they are 
currently paid less than other FHTs that work in hospitals.  
 
“The Ford Conservatives keep promising to improve primary care and yet they have consistently 
underfunded it. Without fair wages, health-care workers can’t afford to stay, and patients won’t get 
the care they need,” notes Ariss.  
 
Staff at NYFHT include skilled nurse practitioners, registered nurses, registered practical nurses, 
registered dieticians, social workers, pharmacists, chiropodists, data managers, clinical 
coordinators, physician assistants and resource navigators. 
 
“There’s a simple fix. The family health team Board must negotiate a fair first contract to keep 
nurses and health-care professionals providing care to North York patients. And Ontario’s next 
government must stop flatlining funding for this vital health-care sector Ontarians rely on,” says 
Ariss. 
 
ONA is the union representing more than 68,000 registered nurses and health-care professionals, 
as well as 18,000 nursing student affiliates, providing care in hospitals, long-term care facilities, 
public health, the community, clinics and industry.  
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